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mm PROPOUNDS

TRAFFIC PROBLEM

Its Relation to the
7 Souths Prosperity

SEEDS DOUBLE TRACK LINES

Declares Transportation Facilities
Mast Earn Fair Returns on

or Go Out of Bnulness Snc-
grest Field of Work for Southern
Commercial Congress

Wl W Finley president of the South-
ern Railway was Introduced as a sick
man who wished to get away from the-

I banquet He gave a very clear and auc-
J cinct view of the transportation problem-

in the Southern States In Its relation to
progress In that section The address
was listened to with groat Interest
throughout Mr FInley said

Our Southern section Is a land rich In
natural resources and abounding In op

tportunlty
The splendid record of accomplish

ment made by its people In building an
agricultural Industrial and commercial
empire upon the ruins left by war Is an
assurance of greater progress yet 10
come What has already been accom-

plished may be regarded as little more
than a demonstration of the extent of
the resources of Southern soils mines

forests and of the possibilities of
diversified industry

While doing their full part for tho de-

velopment of their section the Southern
people welcome the efficient and Indus-

trious other sections and from
other lands The man with money to
Invest and the man seeking profitable
employment will each find an abundance-
of Southern apportunlties In fact I do
not believe that in any other section of
our country can a man who Is not afraid
to work find conditions more favorable
for his advancement than In the Southern
States

Cooperation n Necessity
It Is the mission of the Southern Com-

mercial Congress to voice the cal of
the South for men of capital and enter
priset to aid In the most advantageous
utilization of Its manifold resources In
my opinion the success of the organiza-
tion will depend In large measure upon
the plan adopted for Its work

If I may be permitted I would suggest
that Its work should be broadly coopera-
tive that while avoiding favoring any-
one community above another efforts
should be made to cooperate with each
community for development along the
particular line desired by Its people

There are certain broad lines along
which It can work for the advantage of
the entire South It of course aim
to supply the most complete and detailed
information that can ba obtained as to
the advantages and resources of each
locality In addition to this it can prop-
erly aid in the development of a sound
and construotlve public opinion on purely
economic problems

Its Transportation Facilities
1 believe that the mOSt Important eco

noroic problem that concerns our section
at this time is that of adequacy of trans-
portation faculties Our farmers and our
manufacturers produce commodities tar
in of any possible local consump
tion If these are to be sold profitably
they must be moved to markets where
they are In demand

When production In any locality has
reached the limit of the capacity of its
carriers further expansion must stop un-
less there Is an Increase In carrying ca-
pacity In some localities In the South
and for some commodities water trans-
portation can be availed of and I believe
that the Southern Commercial Congress
can very properly advocate the

of our waterways to the highest
possible state of efficiency

But even with the Improvement of the
waterways by far the greater part of
the commerce of the South must continue
to move by rail The question whether
the rail facilities are to be capable of
handling a materially increased volume
of traffic Is therefore one of vital and
Immediate importance to every resident
of the Southern States

Difference in Facilities
This Is a question of particular im-

portance to the Southern States for the
reason that our section in proportion to
its area and its needs Is not so well

with railway facilities as are some
other parts of the country The section
of the United States south of the Ohio
and Potomac rivers and east of the ilis-
slsslppl contains about 100000 square miles
more territory than the section north
of the Ohio and Potomac Rivers and east
of Hlinols yet the railway mileage In this
smaller Northern section Is almost exact-
ly one and onehalf times that of the
Southeastern States

Great as Is this difference In the length
of railway lines It by no means measures
the real difference in facilities This Is
strikingly shown by a comparison of the
double track mileage of the two sections

On June 30 1906 the latest date for
which complete statistics are available
there were In the Southeastern section
but 1095 miles of doubletrack railway
and no third or fourth tracks

In the Northern section there were
14041 mites of double track 1612 miles of
third track and 1A miles of fourth
track This group of Northern States not
only has more than twelve times aaxnuch
double track but has more third track
and more fourth track than the total
doubletrack mileage of the entire South-
east

Substantially all the commerce of the
South today Is carried on single track
railways and the extent of this handi-
cap can be realized when it lg remember-
ed that the economic efficiency
double track road Is many times that

single track line It is Impossible to
exaggerate the benefit that our section
would derive from a steady and sub-
stantial annual Increase In double track
xniloage on the congested parts of
its railway systems

Record of Achievement
The men entrusted with the manage-

ment of the railways of the South have
not been unmindful of the need of In-

creased trackage and other Improvements-
So far as the resources at their com-
mand have permitted they have supplied
them

Compartng the net capitalization of the
railways In the territory south of the
Potomac and Ohio rivers and east of
the Mississippi on June 30 1S06 with their
net capitalization on June SO 1S96 shows
an increase of but 189 per cent This
represents the total Increase In net cap
italization Including equipment obliga-
tions and funded Indebtedness of all
kinds In tho same period there was an
increase of 347 per cent In railway mile-
age while the trackage of all kinds In-
cluding second tracks sidings passing
and terminal tracks Increased 339 per-
cent
Locomotive Increase 543 Per Cent

The number of locomotives In service
Increased 543 per cent the number of
passenger oars Increased 2L6 per
and the number of freight cars Increased
09 per cent These percentages do not
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tell the whole story of Increased
during the ten years They take no

account of the miles of track In which
light rails were replaced with heavier
rails of the replacement of wooden
bridges and trestles with steel or con-

crete structures or of the reduction of
grades elimination of curves and gen-

eral Improvements of the roadbed
They take no account of the extension

of lock and signal systems of the erec
tion of new buildings and the improve-
ment of old btuldings or of the increase
In the average capacity of locomotives
and freight cars Taking all these things I

Into consideration I think this Is a
creditable record of accomplishment with
an increase of less than 19 per cent In
net capitalization

The record of service performed for
the South In that period was still more
creditable We find an Increase in the
number of passengers carried one mile
of Sfi1 per cent and an Increase In the
tons of freight carried one mile of 1454

cent In other words the increase in
LCtUtieB was materially greater than the

m capitalization and the
In service performed was very

largely in excess either of the increase-
In capital or facilities

Economic Strength of the South
Let us now look to the future The

economic strength of the South lies In

the variety and richness of its natural
resources and In the agricultural Indus-

trial and commercial adaptability of its
people There can be profitably produced
within Its Ifmlta all the agricultural and
horticultural products of the temperate
zone and many of those of the tropics

since the invention of the cotton
gin the possession of almost a complete
monopoly in the production of cotton
has an important factor in Southern
agricultural prosperity The cotton
plant produces a fiber that Is in world-
wide demand It produces a seed which
yields a salad oil of groat excellence a
healthful cooking a stoCk
food and a valuable fertilizer and from
its stalk an excellent quality of paper
can bo made

Under the operation of that economic
taw which tends to concentrate manfuc
turlng In proximity to supplies of raw
materials the cotton plant is drawing
the cotton mill and the cottonseed oil
mill to the South

Tobacco Source of Wealth
In many localities tobacco Is a source

of agricultural wealth and the foundation
of a prosperous industry

The early fruits and vegetables of the
South are in demand in a constantly ex-
panding market
v The forest resources of the South
which with proper management can be
made a source of permanent wealth ass
attracting woodworking Industries of nIl

The hydroelectric engineer Is con-
verting the force of Southern streams
into power end distributing it to points
where it can be uttttaed to tbe best eau
jnomte advantage

Iron ore coal and limestone in close
proximity are building up a great iron
and steel industry in tbe South which In
turn is supplying the raw materials tar

large and constantly increasing variety
of metalworking industries

Southern marble and building stones
are going into monumental buildings m
the North s welt as in the South

Clay for the potter and brlckmaker
and a wide range of useful and canon
mental minerals abound In our section

As you know prior to the beginning
of the business depression the increase In
traffic of the preceding ten years bad
taxed the facilities of the railways of the
South to the utmost How are they to
handle a still further increase of 95 per
ceRt in passenger travel and of 145 per
cent In freight traffic Is it not apparent
that trackage and other facilities must be
provided on a large state and that addi
ttonal capital must attracted to rail-way Investments

Banls of Investment
The desire of each man to better his

own condition and to provide for those
dependent upon him isthe mainspring of
human progress A man Is not induced to
Invest his money in a farm by the phlian
thropic motive of growing grain to feed
his fellowmen but by the desire of gain
Another Is not moved to bulk a cotton
factory by an altruistic desire to clothe
mankind but by the expectation that he
can sell cotton goods at a profit

Exactly the same expectation of gain
loads to investments In railway enter-
prises If the money of capitalists ofmen and women of moderate means ofsavings banks Insurance companies
schools colleges and charitable Instltu
tkms is to be employed in the great work
of providing highways for the commerce
of the nation investors must have reason
to believe that their capital will be sate
and that It will earn approximately thesame rate of profit as In otherenterprises

Results of Railway Prosperity
On account of the dependence of every

kind of business upon adequate transpor
tation facilities and on account of the Im
portance of railway wagepaying and pur
cloning power as a factor In general
prosperity not only the owners of the
railways but every Individual in the
country is directly Interested in the
maintenance of a proper margin of profit
as the result of railway operation

The fund from which railway operat
ing expenses taxes fixed charges and
profits must be drawn Is that provided
by charges for transportation service The
volume of business done by the railways
Is so large In the aggregate that a very
small difference In the unit charge for
service a fraction of a cent per passen-
ger mile or a fraction of a mill per ton
mile may mean prosperity or bankruptcy

The margin between an average
charge that means bankruptcy or bare
existence and one that means fair profits
and ability to provide improved service is
so small as to be insignificant to theaverage individual as compared with the
benefits he derives from railway pros
parity

What does a difference of a few cents
in the freight on the clothes a man
amount to If ho can find employment in

car shop locomotive works or In one ofthe many other Industries engaged In theproduction of the long list of commoditiesbought by railways
What does a slight difference In freight

charges on the goods handled by a re
taller or Jobber amount to if the purchas
ing power of the vast Individual army

directly and todirectly on railway prosperity Is sustained by steady em
at good wages

These are economic problems Upon
their successful solution depends theprosperity not only of the carriers but of
the country They can be successfully

and constructive public opinion
Field of Work for S O O

It Is in the field of disseminating In
formation as to the South and its re-
sources and of forming public opinion
as to those economic policies which are
essential to the highest degree of pros
parity that the Southern Commercial Con
gress may work most efficiently

It gives me much pleasure to
In this testimonial dinner to the

president of this organization I have
had the privilege of knowing Mr Parker
for many years He typifies to an un
usual the energy and enterprise of
the progressive South He has ewer been-
a leader In the upbuilding of his city and
his section

I am confident that under his able
leadership by his pro j
gresslve spirit the Southern Commercial
Congress will be an important factor In
fringing our people together in mutually
helpful cooperation for advancing the
prosperity of the South and of the na
tion
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VERY PROUD OF TuB SOUTH

Mayor of Baltimore Approves
Development

Would Hold Congresses and Spread
Facts Broadcast to All

the World

Representing as I the thriving
of the great gad growing South

it is natural for me to favor any enter-
prise which wfl give addtOoBal iaspetOA
to the forward Movement of tint impor-
tant section

Baltimore Is proud of the Sotttb te the
same way that the South ia
proud of Baltimore For that reason our
people are only too glad to enlist IB gas
undertaking that means the development
and exploitation of the richest portion of
our country

The record of the eighteen years is
what gives to us the eBCorage
ment for future notice The record

roads Hke a miracle especially so
when we think of the handicaps under
which the South has labored since the
days of the war When we ponce to
think that the property values in the
South have increased from JOQ990 UC9 to
26tMseeftMOnearty 3W per cent we can
gather some idea of the rapid progress
with which our people are advancing

The Increasing importance of tho
South is furthermore demonstrated by
the growth in population during the
same period from 3 t8M to 25384705
This population at the same time Is

an active and effective type of
enterprise This is proved by the In
crease in the value of manufactures from
J257eoaftW to 2lCOW OOe The increase-
In the value of ootton mills shone has
been from 21001000 to 2ffim N-

AH of the above represents but the
of the Souths possibilities It

must not be forgotten that at present
fully 33 13 per cent of the Souths fann-
ing lands are unimproved There is an
area in the South capable of being
drained and converted into available land
which alone is equal to onehalf of the
entire New England States It can read
ily be fancied then what the results in
the future will be when the population
per square mile In the South increases
from its present figure or 31 to that of
the State of Illinois which Is M That
would give the South a total population
of over 480006 9

In view of all this vast Immeasurable
undeveloped opportunity in the South

both logical and praiseworthy that the
Southern Commercial Congress should be
regularly held Such organizations are
bound to attract worldwide attention
and by so doing add to the early
and rapid development of that section
Baltimore knows the Souths possibili
ties and Baltimore Is ready to move
than do her share In the work of lifting
the South to her proper level of commer-
cial importance J BARRY MAHOOU

Mayer BtHfcaore Md

Good Words front Florida
Florida wishes tho Southern

Congress unbounded success
J G CHRISTOPHER Jacksonville FU
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men who are affiliated with Southern Commercial Congress and vitally concerned la the
development eC the natural resources of the section

uhlnJioD business
I

SENDS A CHECK FOR

St Louis Merchant Bespcndc to
Call pr Subscriptions

Believes Good Results Will Follow
Working Out of Plans of

the Organization

I have been out of the city so meeb re-

cently that I have been
to your recent call in behalf of the

Southern Commercial Congress
I Inclose with this my check for 1009

for membership in the organization and
do so because of my great confidence in
the good results to bo obtained by the
Southern Qpianiercial Congress

The plan outlined by the board of di
rectors will in my opinion do more to
develop the South and to bring to the
notice of the world its wonderful

and the unequaled opportunity
for attractive Investment of capital than
any other plan I can think of

Every firm that does business in the
South regardless of whore that may-
be located should take an active interest
in the work you are doing and give it
hearty eupport

The people of the South always have
been and will be loyal to their
friends and I should not hesitate to rec
ommend participating in this

as a good investment if it does not
appeal from any other staadopint

Simmons Hardware Company bas al-
ways done its level best to further the
interests of the South and I am glad of
this opportunity to give evidence of ou
willingness to continue that policy in a
practical way G W SIMMONS

President Steaaens Hardware Geapuqr
Louie M

Atlanta Man in Line
The great interest felt throughout our

country in the objects sought by the
Southern Commercial Congress Impresses-
me with confidence in the movement and
hope in its success
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SOOTHTO MISUNDERSTOOD-

Has Failed to Master Secret of True
Publicity

Local Organizations Gnnnot
to Accomplish Aims of

Commercial Congress

In a recent letter written by the
aging dftraetnr to the secretary of one
of tate

these postulate wore first laid down
FirstTbe South bas little appreciation-

of Sis entire oomTOorchU pooUJna fat the
history of the United Status

Second Tbe South is markedly
te relation to beaka condi

tions educational progress the employ
meat of children sad soda order

TWrdThe work of Individual commer-
fel organizations ia the test twenty

years has led to much development con-
trasting the present with the past but
little development contrasting the energy
and excellence of the effort with Ute re

commercial organtzatioas
of the South are lacking entirely te the

imputes because fur Instance
the cottonthought of a city does not re
alias its oneness with the metalthought
of Birmingham or the shippingthought
of New Qrieaas the commercial

of the richest section of the TJaited
States

These postulates wore not spry set of
any Impulse toward special pleading but
were statements of facts apparent to
every thinker t Southern problems
The conclusion of this portion of the
letter used words

Take these four postulates and place
before yourself Ute problem of changing
conditions that in their totality are un-

favorable to great grovth and what will
be your answer I venture to say that
inevitably It will be something similar
to the Southern Commercial Congress
call it by whatever name you win
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COTTON IS HO LOHGBR

Sooths Progress Rests e Yore
Than One Idea

Its Development Arrives at Point
I Where Its Many Industries

Be

BMrdal interests appeared this
osat statement

wIlDe tile great Souther ocean of opi-
pectsalty lies unexplored flEhe future of
the South reels not
on more white people atone not en tech-
nical odocatton atone not on mineral re-

sources atone met en coast Hue atone
but on a of these ant meant more things
together

Renter attempts mete to speak for
Southern deynJoprnnTit have failed be-

cause they did not speak broadly enough
or plea wisely for pmuononcy Organ-
izations have attempted to deal with
one factor let us say tamagradoa or
education instead of proclaiming the
South ae a whole and leaving its satgreatness of reeeuree to fasten tbe at-

tention of the world Consequently nay
attempt to organize in the the of ORe In-

terest tor the s e of that Merest atone
as if it represented the whole South Is
foredoomed to failure because It te los
lag sight of the Sooths total gaeataonc
aad total need

Many failures have de wd the
of investors who arrived

at the success of the telegraph the tele-
phone wireless telegraphy sad se forth
But when aa idea is tight and men feel
through their bemgs that they
can and therefore they must do a certain
thing for the benefit of humanity they
will attempt and they win succeed

The Southern Commmfcil Congress
Is the exfoliation of aH the unexpressed
or partly expressed aspirations of our
best met toward a greeter day
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FAST

Henry Davis Gives Some
StotliHg figures

PRAISES PLANS QF EBBS C C

Venerable Citizen of West Virginia
Declares Dixie Has Borne Great
Burdens with Fortitude anti De-

serves Credit for Work Well Done
Voices Approval

Hoe Henry G Deris of West Virginia
spoke upon the vt resources of the
South ant the WreMhoad of that portion or
the country li accusing tbe center of tbt
greatest induotrtel activity la future
years Ha said

Leas than century ago our
forefathers subjects of and this
country was governed by Great Brttaia

are now greet aad powerful nation
earl It not superior to Great Britain

We aH know tbat la BW for eases so
well slated by Jefferson ia the Declara-
tion of Independence we doctoral and by
war won our indo ndeoce Since then
we have grown more rapidly in popula-

tion wealth mteflteeace aad all that

people ancient or modern ever did We
have surpassed aH Motor Then we were
throe millions of people scattered along
tIM Atlantic coast At present we have
abort ninety o s reaching front the
Atlantic to the Padfle from Ute Gulf to
tile Lobes sad a a people probably none
In tbe world are so happy and prosperous-
as those of tile United States

We perhaps the greatest nation
upon the sad wily It is

probably because tIN people govern the
country and tile people are generally
right in whet they

Whoa tile civil war dosed this coun

ieue today it is loess than one billion
Hearty two Milton of that debt been
paid la interest upon tIM debt there has
been paid two and onehalf bttHoo and in

been paid tree gad onehalf billions
mains the enormous am of 3fiw9M00ateoo

Who paid it TIle whole country or
course a it should have done The SOuth
hat paid its proportion of the expenses o
running the government as as ii
proportion of title efebt WIll of money
How mach has it SOt back especially n-

ponrtoiw Not much snot much An i
yet you bare done your duty as yo
should done and ae you should con-

tinue to do
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Statistics Are Surprising
I was somewhat surprised a day

ttetteal bureau of the Department of
Commerce and Labor the cendtttoa of the
South as to ks prosperity ooBtpared Hh

of the country It snows that
JIM shoot per cent of th

the debt and the mount necessary tu
rum the government If the figures I have
given are correct the South bas paid

4MMM the war and nearly all

tie to the South Sad yet k baa been
cheerfully and property paid and you de-

serve great credit
la addition to this you have taken

care of your sick and wounded soldiers
as you should hero done Your country
was wasted your negroes store freer and
yet tilt statistics abow that front tj
tbe present the percentage of increase cf
wealth in the South hen HeR greater then
these of Ute balance of Ute coentry I have
the sures bore

South Rapidly Advances
Statistics show that the South since

TK ire gained ia 3ft per cen
that the remamdasi of the country bas
pined SIS per cent So you see that
notwithstanding tIt payment by you of

MMM you have eotatttppsd the
anee of tile country hi the increase oi
wealth to tile test forty years Gentle-
men go oa hi tile course you chosen
90 on with the work you ate doing asd

are striving
Another thins la antes of railroad

constructed ta the South tbe percentas
of increase has been 3C2 wboe hi the ree
of the country it was ttL Think
The of the South has
not ouke as much as the balance of
country but bas done very nearly
well I have here tIN of th
hnports aad exporxr of oar country
to ay agreeable surprise for the la
five years the average of exports ovcr
imports has been about eve
mttttonc tbat few our exports have iceeded the hnperts by abottt live bnndrti
millions anauauy ahaoet the entire
aaaouttt of which is covered by the ex-
ports of Southern coftoa via HrtOOOXO
a year Se you hero a down
Users which It It continues to

you sh K Ae care and attenUoyou have ices will be perhaps the riches
and meet prosperous section of

Praises the Movement
Tr PreoWent you and your distin-

guished guests here my hearty gocd
wishes hi your endeavors Bad I bespeak
for tIM enterprise te which you and your
associated are engaged fibs triumph J

auccces
It occurs to me we should th

of the greet commoner Hecry
day as ezpreseed ia his a
speech on the Missouri Compromise wher-
be referred to this great country begged
our people to remain with tt and sand ia-
etoeteg Let us know BO North ro
South no no West the Union in-
Eeparable sow anti forever M

SOUTH WILL ITSELF-

S C C Proposes to Work from
Within Widening Circle

The Southern ConMnerctei Ceasrees las
sot a sinister d ep of Mod hi the veins of
its effort It is a movement from
outward It is a dawning reaUzatUn
from within the commercial interests
tbe South that the days of advert 15
along the narrow lines of its home tow v
interests mast be supplemented by v r
publicity representative of the n
South from Texas to Maryland
forth in a runner and a power
heretofore attempted ia tbe comment

of the Union
The facts of the South as a whole

gazing the work of Ae South In evrsr
part win bring a atupenojouc grow
This growth wtU be abcohHoty safe r

win be developed from within
The slowness of the South up to

point by contrast with other portions f
the country New Snsht d for instant
is largely due to the lack of its

as to its tawrt
their possiuAtles

Will invite Immigration-
The Southland will bave ae trouble b

getting from Europe a seed class of im-
migrant agricultural or otherwise when
it really needs them and wants them an
eaa employment to thenon their arrival j T EAKABAN
PuMmt UnaoSa Geatal Riitawd Oafuvoak In

or
two whoa I obtalMd from the

the r the
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